ulcIHIc)

UNION COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTER

L

UCHC PRESS ROOM

260 EIAST 188TH STREET » 2021 GRAND CONCOURSE @70 EAST FORDHAM ROAD » 4487 THIRL AVENUE » 2101 QUIRRRY ROAD » 2016 BRONXDIALE AVENLIE »718.220.2020 « WWW.UCHCBRONX.ORG

DECEMBER 04-11 = YOLUME 9 -No. 16

The

FREE PRESS

The Community’s Bilingual Newspaper
EJ Periodico Bilingiie de Jo Comunidod

RON

COMENTARIOS de p8

ioentifcar a ias personas Jue

»n e futura puedan depender,

0 proogblemenie depanderar,
pnncissimente del gabieme come
su principal ‘verte de zpeyu Esa
evaliacien se realiza cuando

und persone salita ingresar a

lo¢ Estados Lindos © solicita st
ésidents permznanie legal o tiulsr
Je una larea varde, Actuaimenie,
5o se considendn dos tipas
principases ce berefices: asistencia
en efecliva (como s ingresaes ce
la Segliricad Social y 13 Asisteatia
Temoorai para Familias Necesiladas,
o TANF} & institucienal:Zacssn para
la atencion & wrgo plazo Siasa
(eTSON3 LE3 C S& FI%rs3 QU LEard
By#5 SefViCIOs en al iutura, SL
saiicitud pocria ser denegada

En octubre, 13 adrmnstraciin
Tiamp propuse arrsgler *a celinicior
de carga publica para inciur mas
timzs de besiefick:s, inGlLices.

Macicaid que no sea Je emergercia,
Nutfican Suplementadia (tamhien
coneckda coma SNAP ¢ cuparas

de alimentes). Subsidio por

Bajos Ingresos para Cestes de
Medicamentos Recetados Lajo Madicars
Parie D, y vales de wiianda de la Seccidr &
de Yivisasa Phiblica.

Los programas que pevmanecedian
axanios de |2 regla de carga pobsca
prepuesta nclayen e programa de Mujeres,
Bebés y Nthes {WIC, par sus sigias en
irgles), creditos fscales (Cradite Trioutara
pot Ingresc del Trabsio yio Sudsicios
de la Ley del Guidade sequdle Je [a
Saiud), Programa de Segurs Hedico pare
Nifios ICHIP. oor sus siglas 12 inglds .
programas educaivas (core Head Star}
¥ otros sragiamas que son firarciados
exclusivamente por los astadas y ias
localidades.

Ademag. erios mmigranies estarian
£xertos. NCYides s reflgiados. astiados.

Panalistas niclukios (0ces% 18 izquienda;: Max
Haudisr: Douglas Yore § Gustava Rivea.

subeevaisates de 'a trata. viclencia Jomestica
y oives dailes araves. Las personas que
solicitar: !a ciucdadania estadounidense ne s
ver afectadas par ias regias ce carga plblica
Los nifics U oTros depandmntes inscrios en
pragramas de beneficies no & rensdaran si
&l solictante na es elegiole para el benefsio.
No obstante. la aropussta ha provocado una
sefig Drecrupacion Snive s taiangores,
Juienas argumentar: que [og camkos tendran
Se obmtve a las comuaidades inmigrantes
wunerabies Hardier dijo que es importants
saber ue i regla 8s prasoectva y se basz
s0lo on e que suceda ¢n 8 futura Al'tomar la
agierminacion de carga poblica, =1 gohierno
analiza |z sol<itud campiata de ‘a perscna.
Tambian consderara '3 eda, 1a saud, @
shiacion familiar, s ingresos, 13 educasibn

y los recursas deponitses. €l hecha

e tened un Soetrato firmade oor ur
patrecinador prietiarnde apcyo tamtien
{iene un pese €r ia priepa de “totasdad de
circunstancias” del gotveme, conexdarande
fodas ios factares disponibies. Antes

de ¢cambiar la ragla. ol cobieme

debe demestrar que 'ayo v feme en
carsideracion cada cumentenc erviade.
En respuesia, una redl naconai de grupes
de mmigracidn y defansa A creado &

sitic web. DurAmencanSiary 1s. para que
rcudquiar parsena, independeniemeate de
51 cludacaniy Q estatus legai, pueda enviar
uncementaro facimente

Existen diferzndas Dlantillac para ‘os
wsuaros, oe caila comensaric debe ser
Gnice para sar comade. "We imagira que
fienen senfimientos muy fuerles seore
&sto’. dijc Hancler aia audiencia. “Pueden
€ANASZAr ases sentirmertas rmalmente
3 iravas dal predesc de comeristes
pullicos” E procese de comentanes no es
solg una fermaliclad.

El gobiamo fiene 'a ooligacioh de révisar
1ndos los comentarios antes ce smadr un2
nerma gefindtiva. "Deban demastrar que
han fomado en corsdersudn & ¢ontanido
de €Gas comentaros antes de cue pusdart
poneniy B pragica’ Achualmenie, sg

han enviadc mas de 195,000 comentaries.
‘Caintos Mas ementarice, meor, dwo.
No hay una lined Je lidmpo astablecida para
¢i neviodo de mveKr: de cutenianios. ‘Hay
epmnios de NCMMas Propuestas sujias a
comentarios piblicos que runca ze finarzar. Ese
seria un resultado ideal’

Si la regla entra en vigence. sucedera 63
digs desaués de que se compete el proreso de
rewision Masta gue se hnalice ia regia, e by
nirguna muilta par inscrimirse en los beneficios
actualmente aceptales en este moxmento

"Lra Je las cesas para las que esta
disenada esta tagia es confurdir 3 las
Fersanas y asustanas pava GUE NG Lson loe
tanefcias. iIncluso cuardo ne fienen naca e
que preocuparse’, dio Handlar. “El verdacum
pechiema en este mOMenty 3 oM & medo

512 afectando o nuases rrsdentas y
pacertas”_dilc i Dr. Dewglas York dinscier
generae o LCHC

"€l ameas 3 10 desconosdo esa causande
Que las persenas G bxssiuen alencion
médica an aste momentz. Escuchamos a
PeSIToS OCIANIES CUe teren Yenir agut
cemo famia. oemo 2elian hacer'o. Pur alora
re hay furdamente: Peri crear ese ambanie
d2 miede 313 calsance que las persorias
camiwer su compartananc. Y ko gue es tan
insie v tan desafninado es que o reciben |3
Atancon cue necestan”, dd Yerk,

ARBAKI qua iras grsdcs carunitance
que frakajan oan persenas de estalls mixte

ar vivienda, asistencia “©gal.
¥ Lins Lreraficios rambidn astan
cXPErmen'&nce los Misrags 1enwras, “El
femor en esie Yo enio, ese es ruesio
desafio mienlrgs psoeramos cue eslo se
abcrde adecusdamenie’.

Rivera diia que |as afirmaciones de [a
adiministracion de Jise sale s& praocupan
FOr restnmgl “a in-4gracion degal son una
mantira. “Cuando escuckas d lg gans yue
sm vaia afectada, no estamos hablaniss de
celincuentes. ai de acas invasores. esiamos
hablando de hombres. Muperes ¥ nitas ar
ok o aclade. v er icdo & pas, JuIBnes S
vend Jiraitairenie afectadc oor las aeocras
de ekt admunistroaon”.

Admwmas, Rivara irselis que =i asuno ere
una cuestion basica

‘NG RO MINgUn 7eSpete par ASta
20MiN:racion o por ‘a perscra que lu deige’,
die. " Morque na nos bere ningun resoelc.
NG bene resyelo $f 135 myjeres, ni respate
per las inrregrarites. No tiene esoot; por las
carsenas de ~olor. Lo demuesira lotus los
dias o 1as acciones de sy admumsiracian”

Fara obtener mas informacién. por
favor visita QurAmencanStory us.

Si tlene preguntas generales sobre
fa carga publica, tambidn puede
comunicarse con &l equipo de Politicas
de Salud de WYIC al 212.627.2227,
extens/ones 249 o 250.



sfeliz
Highlight


UCHC PRESS ROOM

260 EAST 188TH STREET » 2021 GRAND CONCOURSE ¢+ 470 EAST FORDHAM ROAD - 4487 THIRD AVENUE ¢ 2101 QUARRY ROAD * 2016 BRONXDALE AVENUE « 718.220.2020 + WWW.UCHCBRONX.ORG

BRONXTimes Reporter

November 2-8 2018 Your Neighborhood - Your News®

75 cents

Assembiywoman Nathaua Femandez hosted her mauqurai WOmen 5 Health Fahr on Saturday
October 20 at North Central Hospital. Featured guests included UCHE,; Destination Tomor-
row, Chef Wilson, NYPCC, The Suicide Institute, NYC Suicide Council, NYPD Recruitment Sec-
tion, Memerial Sloan Kettering, Montefiore/Einstein, North Central Hospital, Lenox Hill Radi-
ology, Advaniage Clinical Trials. HRA insurance, Metro Plus, Commission on Human Rights,
Bronx Health Link and the Jewish Board of Family Services.

fernandez (c) and North Central Bronx representatives welcomed everyone to the informa-
tive heaith fair. Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez's Office
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Call for Comment

Panel sounds alarm on public charge rule
Story by Sherry Mazzocchi

The federal government might soon have
quite the reading list.

With a deadline looming, elected officials
and immigration advocates are urging
everyone to submit individual comments
on the website OurAmericanStory.us
before Dec. 10, 2018.

"The more comments, the better,” said

Max Handler, Senior Manager of Health The proposed changes focus on public benefits.
Policy at the New York Immigration
Coalition (NYIC) recently.

Together with elected officials and advocates, Handler took part in‘a community forum hosted at
Union Community Health Center (UCHC) on Fri., Nov. 30"

"We do not want this rule to go into effect,” insisted Handler. “There is nothing that is okay about
this proposal. The demand is that the rule be withdrawn altogether.”

State Senator Gustavo Rivera added his agreement in blistering terms.

HOME ~ ABOUTUS  SECTIONS ~  ARCHIVES »  PUBLISHERS'PICKS ~ VIDEOS ~ GETTHE PAPER ~ ADVERTISING ~ CONTACT
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Sparking the animated discussion was
the proposal advanced by the Trump
administration to alter how “public
charge” is determined.

wsE BET ‘Ijn immigration law, a public charge
T etermination seeks to identify people
D/NAER&DETE NTION who may or are likely in the future to
. N.AMER ‘CA N ** become primarily dependent on the
- government for their main source of
support.

"We do not want this rule to go into effect,” stated That assessment is made when a person
NYIC's Max Handler. applies to enter the U.S. or applies to
become a lawful permanent resident, or
a green card holder.

Currently only two main types of benefits are considered: cash assistance (such as Social Security
Income and Temporary Assistance for Needy Family, or TANF) and institutionalization for long-term
care. If that person uses or is thought to use those services in the future, his or her application
could be denied.

In October, the Trump administration proposed expanding the definition of public charge to include
more types of benefits, including non-emergency Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition (otherwise
known as SNAP or food stamps), Low Income Subsidy for prescription drug costs under Medicare
Part D, and Public Housing Section 8 housing vouchers.

Programs that would remain exempt from the proposed public charge rule include the Women,
Infants and Children (WIC) program, tax credits (Earned Income Tax Credit and/or Affordable Care
Act subsidies), Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), education programs (such as Head
Start) and other programs that are exclusively funded by states and localities.

Also, certain immigrants would be exempt,
including refugees, asylees, survivors of trafficking,
domestic violence and other serious crimes. People
applying for U.S. citizenship are not affected by
public charge rules. Children or other dependents
enrolled in benefit programs are not considered if
the applicant is not eligible for the benefit.

Nonetheless, the proposal has sparked serious
concern among advocates, who argue that the
changes will target vulnerable immigrant
communities.

Handler said it is important to know that the rule is

forward-looking and is based only on what happens

in the future. In making the public charge

determination, the government looks at the

individual’s complete application. It will also take The Trump administration issued the
into account age, health, family situation, income, proposal in October.

education and any available resources. Having a

contract signed by a sponsor promising support is

also given weight in the government’s “totality of circumstances” test considering all of the available
factors.

Before changing the rule, the government must demonstrate it read and took into consideration
every submitted comment.

In response, a nation-wide network of immigration and advocacy groups has created the website,
QOurAmericanStory.us so anyone, regardless of citizenship or legal status, could easily submit a
comment. There are different templates for users, but each comment must be unique to be
counted.

"I imagine you have pretty strong feelings about this,” Handler said to the audience. “You can
channel those feelings formally through the public comment process.”

The comment process is not just a formality.

The government is required to review every single comment before issuing a final rule. “They have

HOME ~ ABOUTUS  SECTIONS ~  ARCHIVES v  PUBLISHERS'PICKS ~ VIDEOS ~ GETTHE PAPER ~ ADVERTISING ~ CONTACT
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There is no set timeline for the comment
review period. “There are examples of
proposed rules subject to public

WHAT IS PUBLIC CHARGE comment that never get finalized. That

would be an ideal outcome.”

If the rule does go into effect, it will
happen 60 days after the review process
is complete. Until the rule is finalized,
there is no penalty for enrolling in
currently acceptable benefits right now.

WHAT MAY CHANGF’ “One of the things this rule is designed to

do is to confuse people and scare them
out of using benefits even when they
have nothing to worry about,” Handler
said.

Advocates have initiated a nationwide campaign.
“The real issue right now is how fear is

impacting our residents and our patients,” said Dr.
Douglas York, UCHC CEO.

“The fear of the unknown is causing people not to
seek out health care right now. We are hearing from
our patients that they are afraid to come here as a
family as they used to. For now it’s unfounded. But
creating that environment of fear is causing people to
change their behavior. And what’s so sad and so
unfortunate is that they are not getting the care that
they need,” York said.

He added that other community groups working with

people of mixed status to find housing, legal

assistance, food and other benefits are seeing the

same fears emerge as well. “The fear right now—

that’s our challenge while we wait for this to be

addressed properly.” Panelists included (from left): Max
Handler; Douglas York; and Gustavo

Rivera said the administration’s claims that they only Riveral

care about curtailing illegal immigration is a lie. “When

you heard the people who would be impacted, we're

not talking about criminals, we're not talking about these crazy invaders, we're talking about men,
women and children all across this state—and all across this country—who would be directly
impacted by the actions of this administration.”

For more information, please visitOurAmericanStory.us

If you have general questions about public charge, you can also contact the NYIC’s
Health Policy team at 212.627.2227, extensions 249 or 250.

The proposed changes focus on  Panelists included (from left): Max The Trump administration issued
public benefits. Handler; Douglas York; and the proposal in October.
Gustavo Rivera.
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Oct 01,2018

OPEN: Anti-Bullying Coalition

Anthony Otten and Cruz Fuksman of the New York Psychotherapy and Counseling Center join Dr. Bob Lee
to preview their new Anti-Bullying Coalition and what they have coming up in the community.

“Union Community Health Center receives recognition for partnering with NYCPP by joining and
co-leading the inaugural launch of the Bronx Anti-Bullying Coalition on October 11, 2019.”



sfeliz
Highlight


999 JCHC PRESS ROOM

CARING FOR THE BRONX FOR OVER 100 YEARS

FALL2018
260 EAST 188TH STREET » 2021 GRAND CONCOURSE + 470 EAST FORDHAM ROAD - 4487 THIRD AVENUE ¢ 2101 QUARRY ROAD * 2016 BRONXDALE AVENUE « 718.220.2020 + WWW.UCHCBRONX.ORG

BRONXTimes

SEPTEMBER 12,2018 NEWS EDUCATION FORDHAM

AS PART OF SENATOR RIVERA’S CAN HEALTH INITIATIVE, THE EVENT OFFERED LOCAL FAMILIES A FUN-
;ICLRLEEEDN?:EESRNOON COMPETE WITH FREE BACKPACKS, EXCITING ACTIVITIES AND FREE HEALTH

Rivera Hosts Back To School Giveaway

Photo by Miriam Quin
(l-r) Jessica Carteno, Yaquelin Carteno, Alexandra, Betty and Saul were excited to go back to school.

By Robert Wirsing

Senator Gustavo Rivera hosted his annual Back to School Event
on Tuesday, August 28 at St. James Park. As part of Senator
Rivera’s CAN Health Initiative, the event offered local families an
afternoon compete with free backpacks, exciting activities and
free health screenings.

Photo by Miriam Quin

Senator Rivera (c) helped students and
their families have fun preparing for the
school year.
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August 24-30, 2018 Your Neighborbood = Your News*
SERVING PARKCHESTER, HUNTS POINT, FORDHAM SOUTH, GRAND CONCOURSE, FORDHAM NORTH, BRONX NORTH, CO-OP CITY |C \E

UNION COMMUNITY HOLDS OPEN HOUSE, HEALTH FAIR

Union Community Health Center hosted its Open House and Health Fair on Thursday, August 16 at 2016 Bronxdale Avenue. This year's theme was celebrating health centers: ‘Home of America's
Health Care Heroes.

W.UCHCBRONX.ORG = 718.220.2020

Moraina Rodriguez () ejoyed some of Chef  Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez (front, 4th from 1) had a great time meeting with Hasan Ahmed (I} enjoyed receiving an awe-
Witson's nutritious treats. UCHC's Serena Mufiiz (front, 3rd from I}, public affairs manager and Luz Correa (front, ¢), some face paint design courtesy of Apryl
Photo by Aracelis Batista ~ director of Government Community Refations. Photo by Aracelis Batista Cadabra. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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